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TRUE STORIES OF THE R. C. M. P. 

ARCTIC PATROL 




One of the most famous dog sled patrols of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police is the regular 
winter trip by (our policemen from For! Macpherson, 
near the Arctic coast, to Dowson City on the head- 
waters of the Klondike river. The straight line dis- 
tance is only 300 miles but the patrol can never 
travel in a straight line. They must cross many rivers, 
climb mountain posses, and are olwoys faced with 
the problem of food supply for themselves and their 
dogs. The patrol carries mail and pick; up pris- 
oners held for them by locol low-enfofcement offi- 
cers. The Mounted Patrolmen cheek into the life 
of isolated Eskimos and Indions who live along the 



route. Each sled Is pulled by five dogs and there are 
always four policemen, well-armed and outfitted. 
There is olwoys an extra mon not burdened with the 
care of a sled and dogs so thai he will be tree to take 
care of any sudden emergency that may arise. The 
potrol usuolly leaves Fori Mocpherson just before 
Christmas and orrives in Dawson City in the middle 
of January. During the course of an entire year, these 
four men ore often the only representatives of Ca- 
nadian law to enter the wilderness. But always, the 
people of the district know that in December or Jon- 
uary, the patrol will be there and they will hove 
Iheir opportunity to ask the help of the Mounted. 
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Only once in over thirty yeors has the Arctic Patrol failed 
to reach ils destination. Inspector Fitzgerald set out with 
three constables on December 31, 1911. They hod not ar- 
rived in Dawson City by the middle of February 
patrol wos sent out and soon struck their trail. Back and 
forth, almost in circles, the trail clearly showed that In- 
spector Fitzgerald's party hod lost its way fighting the 
3od howling Arctic windstorms. The bodies of 
I found within thirty miles of Dawson 
City. They had died from starvation and exposure, victims 
of the Arctic wilderness,- perhaps the greatest enemy the 
Mounted Police has to fight. 
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